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THE ABUSE OF COLD WATER. 


Co.p water has been employed from the ear- 

liest periods as a therapeutic agent, as well as 

for purposes of cleanliness. ‘The great law- 

giver of the Hebrews, in framing his moral 

and dietetic code, did not overlook the impor- | 
tance of daily ablutions as a means of promot- 
ing the physical and mental condition of his 
followers. In using the expression, physical 
and mental condition, we write advisedly ; for 
who can doubt the immense influence of per- 
sonal cleanliness upon the thoughts, morals, 
and habits, as well as upon the physical orga- 
nizations of men. ‘The ancient Greeks and 
Romans were also well aware of the value of 
water, both as a preservative and a curative 
agent, as their numerous and extensive public 
baths, and the frequent. allusions made to, 
them by the old writers, abundantly testify. 

Frequent ablutions constitute a part of the re- 

ligion of the Moslem, and, if the opinion of a | 
Christian may be allowed, decidedly the best 
part. Mahommed, who was an excellent | 
Judge of the wants of his countrymen, thus | 
addresses the true believers in the Koran: 
** When ye prepare yourselves to pray, wash 

your faces, and your hands unto the elbows; 


and rub your heads, and your feet unto the 
ankles, and if ye be polluted, wash yourselves 
all over.” But itis only within the present 
century that water has been recognized as a 
distinct and important ther»peutic agent. The 
first systematic course of treatment by the ex- 
ternal and internal employment of cold water, 
originated with the distinguished Dr. Nathan 
Smith, for many years professor of surgery in 
the medical department of Yale College. 


| There are numerous cases reported, especially 


of fevers, in which the professor resorted to 
the cold dash and the wet sheet, with eminent 


' success ; but the practice died with him, since 


no one of bis professional friends possessed the 


| moral courage to follow his bold example. 
To Priessnitz, however, belongs the credit of 


having carried out, in all its details, the pre- 
sent system of what is called Hydropathy. 
Priessnitz undoubtedly claims too much for his 


| applications mm a therapeutical point of view, 
| and his disciples, both well and sick, have 


often received injury from their injudicious 
use ; yet we deem the occasional employment 
of hydrotherapy, a valuable auxiliary to ho- 
meeopathic remedies in certain diseases. The 
power of cold water applications in modifying 
the functions of the body, in abstracting the 
animal heat, and in depressing the energies 
of the system, is not sufficiently understood by 
the public. They are taught to believe that 
so simple an agent as water is harmless, and 
that no unpleasant consequences can result 
from its free and indiscriminate use, both in 
health and disease ; but this is an error of im- 


| portance ; since frequent applications of cold 


water to the surface of the body, serve to 
withdraw suddenly a greater or less amount 
of its caloric, and thus render necessary con- 
stant reactions of the organism to restore the 
disturbed equilibrium, which tend to impair 
its vigor and endurdnce. On this subject, we 
translate some remarks, by M. Léon Simon, 
from the April number of the “ Journal de la 
Médecine Hom:opathique.” ‘ Water is a 
general agent, the use of which is not as yet 
sufficiently appreciated. I regard its action 
as useful as that of air; and I believe that 
certain processes of hydropathy are as capable 
of benefitting the sick as a residence in the 
country. But the use of cold water ought to 
be directed with the greatest cireumspection ; 
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for the hydropathic courses are not without 
danger. I have often seen invalids who have 
followed the treatment of Priessnitz in all its 
vigor ; these have acquired strength and ceased 
to suffer; but they have rapidly grown old, 
and have died early. It appears that the hy- 
dropathic practice exhausts the life of the pa- 
tient, and that it gives no more energy to the 
vital force tWan it exhausts by its action.” 

M. Pénoyé also sustains the opinion of M. 
Simon, and cites the case of Baron Chabault, 
who was a great partisan of hydropathy, and 
the first in France to write upon the subject. 
He followed the method of Priessnitz with 
rigor, and died young, with all the signs of old 
age. M. Pénoyé adds, that he has seen chronic 
maladies considerably aggravated under the 
influence of cold water, aud afterwards cured 
by homeopathic treatment. 

The following conclusions of M. Clemens 
Hampe, who has written a brochure upon the 
subject, appear quite just. “ The employ- 
ment of cold water sometimes facilitates the 
action of specific medicines, by giving more 
force to the debilitated patient. It may also 
be useful in the treatment of medicinal dis- 
eases ; but as water is a general agent and not 
a medicine, it cannot cure, taking the word 
in its most rigorous acceptation. Finally, it is 
a valuable auxiliary of our specifics, but not, 
as a principal means, sufficient of itself to cure 
diseases.” — Hom. Times. 


CASES 


By J. Repmonp Coxe, Jr., M. D., or Purra- 
DELPHIA, Pa. 


Mr. J. B., aged 47. Nervo-sanguineous 
temperament. Has aot been sick, since in- 
fancy, until 1848, when he observed his urine 
was a very dark red, mixed with mucus, but 
not gritty. ‘The quantity of urine much less 
than usual ; much pain in the kidneys, most 
on the left side, with slight burning in the 
ureter of that side. Crystals of uric acid in 
his urine ; much albumen ; swelling of the ab- 
domen, and he complained of occasional pain 
in the pubic region ; in the bone, he thought. 
Took (Dec., 1848), Uva-ursi, Cantharis, and 
a great variety of other medicines, in large 
doses, from an allopathic physician. He de- 
rived no benefit, except from the Uva-ursi, 
which seemed to diminish the redness of the 
urine. 

When I saw him, (Nov., 1850), the urine 
was exceedingly offensive after standing four 
hours ; the deposit of mucus was large; the 
liquid was of a light pink color ; opalescent ; 
at times very turbid; great pain in both kid- 
neys, but most in the left one ; mind weakened ; 





careless of existence ; appetite diminished ; di- 
gestion pretty good; bowels costive; had 
taken the soap pill every other day, for three 
or four months ; face pale, sallow and care. 
worn; no inflammation of the prostate ; no 
evidence of the existence of a stone in the 
bladder ; very much emaciated. 

Having had my attention directed to Tan- 
nic and Gallic acids by the London Journal 
of Medicine, by Dr. Alison, and also by the 
London Lancet, in an article by Mr. Samp- 
son, who relate cures with massive doses of 
those acids, and being convinced that no cure 
can be obtained, except in conformity to the 
law similia similibus curantur, (palliations 
may take place, but they are not cures,) and, 
believing the cures detailed to be in virtue of 
the homeopathicity of those acids to the dis- 
ease, I resolved to give them a trial. 

I prescribed the 3d trituration of Gallic 
acid in grain doses, every four hours for six 
days. Much improvement resulted. The 
bladder less irritable ; pain in the kidneys less ; 
urine only slightly offensive after standing 
twelve hours. The same medicine and dose 
repeated every six hours for a week. Marked 
improvement ; appetite good; walks with 
some pleasure ; mind and general appearance 
much improved ; he is now sanguine of a re- 
covery of his health. No pain; no albumen ; 
no sediment in the urine, though cloudy, and 
at times a little pinkish in color, Directed 
the same medicine and dose twice a day for 
one month. At the end of January, 1851, 
his altered appearance was very remarkable ; 
has lost all pain ; was cheerful ; no abdominal 
swelling ; this had almost disappeared in six 
weeks from the commencement of my treat- 
ment ; sleeps well ; very good appetite and di- 
gestion ; walks and rides daily with pleasure, 
formerly they were attended with pain ; urine 
straw color, and free from all albuminous or 
reddish matter; no sediment. I advised a 
dose of the same medicine every morning for 
some months. Now, April 10th, 1851, he 


appears to be, and says he is, as healthy, in 


every respect, as he ever was; has gained, 
since November, 1850, 17 Ibs. of flesh, and 
has ruddy cheeks and an active mind. 

Case 2. Lydia R., aged 27. Nervo-bilious 
temperament. Has had, for 5 or 6 months, 
palpitation of the heart ; dyspepsia ; costive- 
ness. Is pale and emaciated. Has much 
pain in the back and right thigh ; also in the 
bladder and pubic bone ; passes urine too fre- 
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quently ; urine bloody, .very turbid, loaded 
with albumen, and very offensive after stand- 
ing three hours ; no appetite; mind much af- 
fected ; very desponding ; thinks she has con- 
sumption. Has had prolapsus of the womb 
since the birth of her last child, 19 months 
ego; had a tedious labor, and took several 
large doses of Secel, Cornut. Leucorrhea 
slight. Has taken nothing, save Rhubarb 
Pills and astringent injections. 


In this case, | gave Tannic acid of the 2d 
trituration in grain doses, four times a day for 


one week. No improvement. I then pre- 
scribed Gallic acid, 3d trituration, in grain 
doses, six times a day for one week, at the 
end of which time there was improvement. 
Continued the medicine four doses a day, for 
two weeks, witli marked imprevement, Same 
medicine twice a day for a month, then once 
a day for six weeks. She was perfectly re- 
stored, except the prolapsus uteri, for which 
she is yet under treatment. 
9 Ibs. on April 2d, 1851. 
Case 3. M. R, aged 52. Nervous tem- 
perament. Very passionate, self-sufficient 
and ever-bearing. Has not been sick since 
1815. ‘Then had intermittent fever, and took 
Arsenic in large doses, and was cured in 5 or 
6 weeks. In 1849, had cholerive for one day, 
was cured by Veratrum, 3d. In January or 
February, 1850, felt au inconvenience in uri- 
nating; had to strain hard before the first 
drops were voided, then a full stream. 
stricture, nor stone, nor inflammation of pros- 
tate. Urine, at first, natural, soon became 
cloudy, and deposited a thick mucus in the 
chamber, at times yellow, and became offen- 
sive in 10 or 12 hours. ‘l'ook Cannabis, 


Cantharis, Berb., Puls., Uva-ursi aud other | 


medicines, but with no effect. ln Aug., 1550, 
had burning pain ia left ureter, both before 
and after micturition ; great pain in the blad- 


der; a severe pressing, squeezing pain ; had to | 


rise several times during the night, thinking 


his bladder was full, aud, by great exertion, | 


voided about a wine-glassiul of dark, reddish 
and turbid urine. ‘he reddish color was, evi- 
dently, blood corpuscules broken down. Pain 
in his back ; numbness in both thighs. During 
the day, none of these symptoms occurred, ex- 
cept the straining to void the first few drops 
of urine, and during the day-time, as near as 
I could judge, it was of a natural color and 
odor. I gave loduret of Mercury, 3d tritura- 


She had gained | 
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tion, three times a day for a week, with some 
improvement. Then the same medicine of 
the 6th potence ; then the 2d potence, with 
but little benefit. 

At this time, October, 1850, I reselved te 
try the Tannic acid. 1 gave four doses a day, 
3d potence, for three weeks. Did not perceive 
any effect. Waited a week, and then com- 
menced with Gallic acid, four times a day for 
one month. Slight improvement. The same 
medicine continued four times a day, till Janu- 
ary, 1851, and much improvement. Since 
then, he has taken it two or three times a day, 
and is doing so now, with the following re- 
sults: viz.,no pain in the back ; no pain or 
burning in ureter; very slight pain in bladder ; 
rises only once during the night, and says if 
he could only void the first half ounce as freely 
as the remaining quantity, he should consider 
himself well. Ido not, however, regard him 
as well, by any means, and I am_ now satis- 
fied that the Gallic acid will not do in his 
case. 


DROWNING. 


A Letter to Dr. W. Hyde Wollaston, written, 
at his solicitation, by Captain Beaufort, de- 
scribing his sensations whilst in the act of 
drowning. 


“ Dear Dr. Wollaston,—The following cir- 
cumstances, which attended my being drowned, 
have been drawn up at your desire ; they had 
not struck me as being so curious as you con- 
sider them, because, from two or three persons 
who, like myself, had been recovered from a 
similar state, I have heard a detail of their 
feelings, which resembled mine as nearly as 
was consistent with our different constitutions 
and dispositions. 


* Many years ago, when I was a youngster 
on board one of his Majesty's ships, in Ports- 
mouth harbor, after sculling about in a very 
small boat, I was endeavoring to fasten her 
alongside the ship to one of the scuttle-rings ; 
in foolish eagerness [ stepped upon the gun- 
wale, the boat of course upset, and | fell into 
the water, and not knowing how to swim, all 
my eflorts to lay hold either of the boat or of 
the floating sculls were fruitless, ‘The trans- 
action had not been observed by the sentinel 
on the gangway, and therefore it was not till 
the tide had drifted me some distance astern of 
the ship, that a man in the foretop saw me 
splushing in the water, and gave the alarm. 
The first lieutenant instantly and gallantly 
jumped overboard, the carpenter followed his 
example, and the guaner hastened into a boat 
and pulled after them. 
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“ With the violent but vain attempts to 
make myself heard, I had swallowed much 


water ; I was soon exhausted by my struggles, | 


and before any relief reached me I had sunk 
below the surface—all hope had fled—all ex- 
ertion ceased—and | felt that I was drowning. 

“ So far, these facts were either partially re- 
membered after my recovery or supplied by 
those who had latterly witnessed the scene ; 
for during an interval of such agitation a 
drowning person is toomuch occupied in catch- 
img at every passing straw, or too much ab- 
serbed by alternate hope and despair, to mark 
the succession of events very accurately. Not 
so, however, with the effects which imme- 
diately ensued ; my mind had then undergone 
the sudden revolution which appeared to you 
so remarkable, and all the circumstances of 
which are now as vividly fresh in my memory 
as if they had occurred but yesterday. 

* From the moment that all exertion had 
ceased—which I imagine was the immediate 
eousequence of complete suffocation—a calm 
feeling of the most perfect tranquillity super- 
seded the previous tumultuous sensations—it 
might be called apathy, certainly not resigna- 
tion, for drowning uo longer appeared to be an 
evil—I no longer thought of being rescued, nor 
was I in any bodily pain. On the contrary, 
my sensations were now of rather a _pleasur- 
able cast, partaking of that dull but contented 
sort of feeling which precedes the sleep pro- 
duced by fatigue. Though the senses were 


thus deadened, not so the mind: its activity 


seemed to be invigorated, in a ratio which de- 
fies all description—for thought rose after 
thought with a rapidity of succession that is 
not only indescribable but probably inconceiv- 
able by any one who has not himself been in 
a similar situation. The course of those 
thoughts 1 can even now ina greater measure 
retrace: the event which had just taken place 
—the awkwardness that had produced it— 
the bustle it must have occasioned (for I had 
ebserved two persons jump from the chains)— 
the effect it would have on a most affectionate 
father—the manner in which he would dis- 
close it to the rest of the family—and a thou- 
sand other circumstances minutely associated 
with home, were the first series of reflections 
that occurred. ‘They took then a wider range 
—our last cruise—a former voyage and ship- 
wreck—my school—the progress I had made 


into my imagination, and with the character 
of recent familiarity. 

* May not all this be some indication of the 
| almost infinite power of memory with which 
| we may awaken in another world, and thus be 
| compelled to contemplate our past lives? (Or 
might it not in some degree warrant the in- 
ference that death is only a change or modifi- 
cation of our existence, in which there is 1. 
real pause or interruption? But, howeve; 
that may be, one circumstance was highly re- 
markable ; that the innumerable ideas which 
flashed into my mind were all retrospective : 
yet I had been religiously brought up—my 
hopes and fears of the next world had lost noth 
ing of their early strength, and at any other 
| period intense interest and awful anxiety would 
| have been excited by the mere probability that 
| I was floating on the threshold of eternity ; yet 
; at that inexplicable moment, when I had a 
| full conviction that I had already croseed that 
threshold, not a single thought wandered into 
the future—I was wrapt entirely in the past. 
| The length of time that was occupied by 
\this deluge of ideas, or rather the shortness o/ 
| time into which they were condensed, I can. 
| not now state with precision, yet certainly two 
| minutes could not have elapsed from the mo- 
| meut of suffocation to that of my being hauled 
| up. 

* The strength of the flood-tide made it ex- 
pedient to pull the boat at once to another ship, 

| where I underwent the usual vulgar process of 
| emptying the water by letting my head hang 
, downwards, then bleeding, chafing, and even 
| administering gin ; but my submersion had 
| been really so brief, that, according to the ac. 
‘count of the lookers-on, 1 was very quick; 
restored to animation. : 

** My feelings while life was returning wer 
| the reverse in every point of those which have 
| been described above. One single but confused 

idea—a miserable belief that I was drowning— 
| dwelt upon my mind, instead of the multitude 
of clear and definite ideas which had recently 
rushed through it—a helpless anxiety—a kind 
of continuous nightmare seemed to press 
heavily on every sense, and toe prevent the 
formation of any one distinct thought —and it 
was with difficulty that I became convinced 
that I was really alive. Again, instead of be- 
ing absolutely free from all bodily pain, as in 
my drowning state, I was now tortured by 





! 





there, and the time I had mis-spent—and even | pain all over me; and though I have been 
ali my boyish pursuits and adventures. Thus | since wounded in several places, and have 
travelling backward:, every past incident of often submitted to severe surgical discipline, 


my life seemed to glance across my recollec- 
tion in retrograde succession ; not, however, 
in mere outline, as here stated, but the picture 
filled up with every mivute and collateral fea- 
ture ; in short, the whole period of my exist- 
ence seemed to be placed before me in a kind 
of panoramic review, and each act of it seemed 
to be accompanied by a consciousness of right 
‘@r wrong, or by some reflection on its cause or 


yet my sufferings were at that time far greater, 
at least in general distress. On one occasion 
I was shot in the lungs, and after lying on the 
deck at night for some hours, bleeding from 
other wounds, I at length fainted. Now as | 
felt sure that the wound in the lungs was mor- 
tal, it will appear obvious that the overwhelm- 
| ing sensation which accompanies fainting must 
| have produced a perfect conviction that I was 





its‘consequences ; indeed many trifling events then in the act of dying. Yet nothing in the 
which had long been forgotten then crowded | least resembling the operations of my mind 
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when drowning then took place; and when 
I began to recover I returned to a clear con- 
ception of my real state. 


“If these involuntary experiments ou the | 


operation of death afford any satisfaction or 
interest to you, they will not have been suflered 
quite in vain by 
* Yours very truly, 
“ F. Beavrorrt.” 


For the American Journal of Homeceopathy. 


Our friend “ Dizon” of the “ Scalpel” has | ~ 


a very excellent paragraph on the title page | in discovering that Dr. C.’s letter was neither 


of his saucy “‘ Journal.” We like it, because, 
to our mind, it is an embodiment of truth, and 
that kind of common sense which is of uni- 
versal adaptation to the intellects of ordinary 
people. “ Nature,” says he, “ is ever busy, 
by the silent operation of her own forces, 
endeavoring to cure disease. Her medicines 
are: air, warmth, food, water, exercise, and 
sleep. Their use is directed by instinct, and 
that man is most worthy the name of physi- 
eian, who most reveres its (her?) unerring 
laws.” Now this is not only intelligible, but it 
contains a mine of correlative reasoning rarely 
seen in the same number of words anywhere, 


though this may not be more clear to the | 
mind of the man “ David” than mill-pond | 


mud. By the way, this reminds us that when 
“M.D. LL. D.’ David, in the plenitude 
of his vanity and bombast at this tail of letters 


to his name, desires to impress his readers | 


with a due sense of his discernment and taste 
in medical literature, he usually makes use of 
the words—*“as clear as mud,” by which 
euphonious expression we are to understand, 
that he is “‘mens sana in corpore sano ;” 
but— 

“«—_____.- Amphora capit 


Institive currente rota, cur urceus exit?” 


We leave the “ balance wheel and file” to 


answer the question or not, just as he pleases, | 
| * The inquiry will ever be, not what is expedi- 


and proceed to notice a little piece of nonsense 


on pp. 86 and 87 of No. 8, 2d vol. of the | 


Gazette. In No.7, p.82, there is published a 


letter over the signature of John Murray | 


Carnochan. It is a very peculiar pivce of 


composition, the most remarkable oue of its | 
There | 


kind that we have ever seen in print. 
is no such thing as mistaking it for what it is 
not, for there sticks out in every line the most 
intolerable egotism, and the sneaking purpose 
of advertising himself a Surgeon of no ordi- 
nary accomplishments and skill. Dogberry 


| own conceit. 


directed some one to write him down an ass, 
Dr. Carnochan has written himself down the 
| glorious impersonation of folly and vanity 
/ combined. What? 12 seconds only “ to am- 
| putate the male adult thigh,” 14 seconds that 
| of the adult female, and “35 seconds to take 


off both legs of the same man?” Proclaim 


jit “trumpet tongued” in all the land, that 
| I, John Murray Carnochan, wish the public to 


know who and what I am. 


A correspondent of ** David's” was not long 


more nor less than an advertisement, “ unpro- 
fessional,” and he might have added con- 
temptible. But, although David confesses “to 
sone degree of fustidiousness,” he did not see 
through the mystic words of “ dear doctor, 
yours very truly,” instead of 
making an abstract” of the letter alluded to, 
as Dr. C. expected, and, as “he intended,” 


Why? Be- 


cause there was no voucher for the “ celeriiy”’ 


therefore, 


he publishes the letter itself. 


attained in the “several amputations,” but 


David 


that of the “ authority of the writer.” 


| had his “ misgivings” te be sure upon this 


point, but what of that? Carnochan tickles 
me, ergo, I ‘Il tickle Curnechan, for this is not 
deemed ‘ exceptionable or unprofessional” 
among the learned, legitimate, regular, orthe- 
dox members of the profession. 

The nonsense we speak of, however, is not 
the advertising, or the reason for it. This 
was, to be sure, foolish enough, but not quite 
so ridiculous as the editorial pronunciamento 
about “ subscribers,” “ apprehension,” “ this 
** intimidated 
nor bribed,” “pervert the Gazette,” “ our 


Journal,” “ sinister purposes,” 


’ 


course,” “ esprit du corps,” “ never surrender 
our own independence,” “choice spirits,” 
“work for nothing and find himself,’ &e. 
All this is but as the “ sounding brass and the 


tinkling cymbal,” and so is the following :— 


ent, politic, or popular? but only, what is 
right!” Oh, no! the “ dear doctor” cares 
nothing for expediency, &c., not he, indeed, 
| nor policy, nor popularity; these are all 
* fudge,” his ambition is to do what’s right, 
though he has ‘“ no pretensions to infallibility.” 
Alas ! how frail is man, yet how wise in his 
It is well to know oneself, ere we 
speak that we dare notdo. Is it right to be 
continually publishing one side of a questie 


vexata, and not the other? Is it right te 


' 
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conceal the truth, and vindicate falsehood? 
Is it right to conceal from the readers of the 
Gazette, the triumphs and progress of Ho- 
meopathy, and to treat its claims to respect 
and investigation with levity? No! it is not 
right, but it is expedient, politic, and popular. 


“ A most unerring way 
When people nothing have to say.” 
Tovestigation would require time and thought, 
not so calumny. Is this the way in which 
enlightened physicians pronounce on the 
truth or falsehood of systems? 


* Pudet hee opprobria nobis, 
Et dici potuisse et non potuisse refilli.” 


Little men with little minds should remember 
who it was that compared himself to a boy 
straying along the shore and amusing himself 
with picking up here a shining pebble, and 
there a shell somewhat prettier than usual, 
while the great Ocean of truth lay all un- 
discovered before him: they should remem- 
ber, too, that another of a still loftier order 
than Newton, has taught us in words that 
barn, that proud man is— 


“ Most ignorant of what he 's most assured.” 


Wed not yourself, therefore, most sapient 
* David,” with too much obstinacy to opinions 
which you may have adopted for no better 
reason than because they were bequeathed to 
you by your respectable grandmother. If you 
will not sift what your ancestors have g'ean- 
ed, you will certainly retain as much chaff as 
grain. 

Now all the talk about “ what's right,” is 
just so much “ moonshine,” and quite as 
transparent. Neither the Gazette nor any 
other medical periodical of a similar charac- 
ter, dare tell the truth about Homeopathy. 
Anything but the truth is eagerly seized on 
aud published, to keep the minds of men in 
ignorance of its claims to their respect and 
notice. By one it is called a “ humbug,” and 
its practitioners * fools ;” by another it is term- 
ed a “ delusion ;”’ by a third “ charlatanry ;” 
and by a fourth a “ crotchet.’””’ Those who 
advocate it are “‘ knaves and quacks,” its op- 
ponents—what? Fair dealing, honorabie, 
and intelligent men? By no means do they 
resemble such, but rather approximate to the 
narrowminded, mean, and contemptible dis- 
putants, whose vanity outstrips their know- 
ledge, and takes their reason prisoner. 

We neither know nor care what are the 





abilities of LL. D. David, it is enough for us 
to perceive in him, through the columns of his 
v*per, the beau ideai of a medical Bombastes, 
the man of vast pretensions, but of amazing 
small accomplishments. Will such a thing 
as this presume to spread out the claims o/ 
Homeopathy, and then argue their validity 
with fairness? Not he, indeed, ’twould spoil 
his bread and butter, and make him look ridi- 
culous in the eyes of the “ regular brethren.” 
He well knows this, and knowing it, resorts 
(as all such characters do,) to evasion and de- 
ception to sustain him in his unmanly and 
contemptible course. He it is who is ever 
perpetrating “systematic frauds,” in his 
notices of Homeopathy; and his pretended 
quotations from Homeopathic writers. 

In the Gazette for May Ist, page 100, there 
is a short article, headed ‘“ Extraordinary 
acuteness in Diagnosis and Therapeutics.” 
Intending his readers to regard him as correct 
and veracious, the editor uses the following 
language :—* The Homeeopaths have made 
another discovery, which wholly escaped the 
genius of the immortal Hahnemann. It is 
somewhat dubiously chronicled in the last issue 
of their journal on the authority of an ‘acute 
observer!’” Hear it! ‘Certain medicines 
act best or chiefly on one side of the body— 
others on the other side!” as “ Bromine acts 
most on the right lung, and Phosphorus on 
the left!” “ This is of a piece, &c.” Here 
are quotations from the “last issue” of the 
American Journal of Homeopathy, (for May,) 
and as the readers of the Gazette are not like- 
ly to see that Journal, the fraud in making 
the transfer would not be detected easily. 
The truth, however, it served Dr. 
Reese’s turn to falsify the paragraph he 
quoted, or rather to garble it to suit his pur- 
pose. The original reads thus, and is without 
italies—“ One acute observer has stated, 
that certain medicines act best or chiefly on 
oue side of the body, others on the other side. 
This is a matter for the experience of other 
and many observers. But supposing, for ex- 
ample, it be true, that Bromine acts most on 
the right lung, and Phosphuros on the left, 
the Homeopathist would not refuse to choose 
his medicine according to this indication, be- 
eause the pathological condition would be the 
same in either case.” It is’nt the first time, 
Dr., that you have played this game, nor will 
it be the last; we admit you to be au fait at 
all such little meannesses, and no less so at 
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larger ones, you're a “ bagatelle” of the first 
water and no mistake. Wasn't it cute in you? 
No doubt of it—so you thought a little more 
of the same sort of “gammon” would pass for 
honesty, and you did it thus :—* By the way, 
we find in an editorial in the same journal, 
the candid announcement, that no Homeo- 
pathist can ever ‘ direct the treatment of any 
disease to. be conducted on general princi- 
ples /” Rather indiscreet though true, neverthe- 
less, and obviously for the reason that the 
sect have no principles at all! either general 
or special.” This is Dr. Reese’s veracity. 
The “ editorial” reads rather differently, thus: 
—‘* Homeopathists can never use expressions 
like this one, which may be found in almost 
every acknowledged practical work in Allo- 
pathy, viz.: ‘the treatment should be conduc- | 
ted on general principles.” Now, Dr., you 
eught te be ashamed of yourself, for a more 
bare-faced lie than you have here perpetrated, 
has seldom or ever been seen in print. Put- 
ting marks of quotation to certain words of 
your own coining and arrangement, you pre- 
sent them to your readers as the genuine 
language of Dr. Kirby. You make him say 
what he did not say, and speak of “ princi- 
ples” as though you knew anything about 
them. 

But why all this fierce hostility to Homm@o- 
pathy and its advocates and practitioners? 
Why these base and dishonorable attempts to 
put it down? Why? Because the silence 
of contempt could not succeed in stifling it. 
It was not, and is not a matter that for a mo- 


ment could be trifled with, therefore, being | 


too serious a business to make a joke of, it | 
must be sneered at and lied about in good set 
terms. The charge is indeed a happy one, 
and gladly accepted by us as the sure harbin- 
ger of ultimate success. So long as darkness 
lay upon the face of the earth, there was a 
dead calm and silence. But God said, “ Let 
there be light,” then “feuds and violence 
began.” 

There is certainly no telling what injury will 
result to Homeopathy from the gentlemanly 
opposition it encounters in the Gazette. It 
may kill and annihilate Hahnemannism, so 
we will ever advise Dr. Reese to go to the 
assistance of the distressed Mrs. Partington. 
With Aer mop and his journal, we should not 
be at all surprised if they succeed in keeping 
out the Atlantic. Korr, 

New-York, May 3d, 1851. 


HAHNEMANN’S PRACTICE. 


“Tn aletter from Dr. Croserio, of Paris, to 
Dr. v. Bénninghausen, of Miinster, (N. Ar- 
chiv, i. 2, p. 31,) there are a few particulars 
respecting the practice of Hahnemann up to 
the period of his decease, of which the writer 
assures us he was often a witness. ‘ Hahne- 
mann,’ he writes, ‘always made use of the 
well-known small globules, which were gene- 
rally impregnated with the thirtieth dilution, 
both for acute and chronic diseases. - Of these 
globules he directed one, or at most two, to 
be dissolved in a caraffe containing from eight 
to fifteen tablespoonfuls of water, and a half 
or a whole tablespoonful of French brandy. 
One tablespoonful only of this solution was 
put in a tumbler of water, and this last the 
patient took by teaspoonfuls, on the first day 





one teaspoonful, on the second two, on the 
| third three, and so on, a spoonful more daily 
| until he felt some effect. He then dimin- 
| ished the dose, or discontinued the medi- 
| cine entirely. In other cases he caused a 
spoonful of the first tumbler to be poured into 
a second tumbler of water, in others, from 
this last intoa third, and so on to a sixth 
tumbler, and directed a teaspoonful to be 
taken from the last tumbler only, when he 
had to do with very irritable subjects. The 
cases were rare in which he allowed a table 
or teaspoonful to be taken daily from the first 
solution made with from eight to fifteen table- 
spoonfuls of water. If he gave a powder to 
be taken at once in a spoonful of water, 
that was always ouly milk-sugar. He never 
prescribed two different remedies to be taken 
alternately, or one after the other; he would 
| always first learn the effects of one remedy 
before he gave another, even in patients whe 
were treated by him at two hundred leagues 
distance. Neither did he change the medi- 
|eines. Even in acute diseases it was rare for 
| him to give more than one spoonful once in 
the twenty-four hours. But on the other 
j hand, in order to quiet the patient or his 
friends, he gave frequent doses of plain milk- 
| sugar. Hahnemann appeared in the latter 
years of his practice to employ his whole 
dexterity in diminishing the dose more and 
; more. Hence he latterly employed olfaction 
| very frequently. For this end he put one or 
| two globules in a small medicine phial con- 
| taining two drachms of alcohol mixed with an 
be quantity of water, which he caused to 
be inhaled once or twice with each nostril, 
never oftener. My own wife was cured by 
him in this manner of a violent pleurisy in the 
conrse of five hours. In ehronie diseases, 
happen what might, he never allowed this ol- 
faction to be repeated oftener than once a 
week, and he gave besides for internal use 
nothing but plain milk-sugar, and in this 
manner he effeeted the most marvellous cures, 
even in cases in which the rest of us had been 
able to do nothing.’”—Organon, Dr. Dud- 








geon's Translation. 
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EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR. 

T. G. Comstock, M. D., of St. Louis, 
writes: “In no place has the opposition to 
Homeopathy been more bitter than in this 
city. The base assaults and epithets of the 
old school physicians know no bounds. Can- 
didates of the St. Louis Medical University for 
the degree of Doctor in Medicine are even 
pledged to never practice Homeopathy under 
the penalty of having their diplomas revoked. 
This is effected by impressing the minds of 
students with the idea that Homeopathy is 
a species of quackery, and all who practice it 
must be quacks. ‘The faculty require gradu- 
ates to sign the following, viz.: ‘“ That he 
subseribe in a book (for the purpose) to the ef- 
fect that he will, by every means ia his power, 
maintain the honor and integrity of the profes- 
sion and discountenance quackery and empiri- 
eism under all its forms. In violation of which 
the faculty reserve to themselves the right of 
revoking the diploma, or of publicly severing 
all connexion with the offenders.” 

You see they dare not mention the word 
Homeopathy, although they tell their gradu- 
ates plainly, they mean it to be included in 
their definition of quackery. But wo unto 
them. “heir assaults upon the new school 
recoil upon their own heads. The adherents 
to our practice are all the time on the increase, 
and amoug the number, as a general thing, 
may be found the first and most wealthy of 
our citizens of this city. I think frow six to 
eight thousand of the population are established 
in the superiority of Homeopathy. 

This is certainly encouraging, and it is a 
common thing for the Homeopathic physicians 
of this city, to receive applications from flour- 
ishing towns in this state and Illinois to send 
them good practitioners of our school ; but 
such demands we can seldom supply, in fact 
we want more in our own city. I trust ere 
long this scarcity my be remedied in a meas- 
ure by our own colleges.” 


Remarxs—The above statement in refer- 
ence to the faculty of the St. Louis University 
is an unwarrantable assumption of power, 
which no student with the genuine American 
spirit in him would submit to. Has it indeed 
come to this, that after a man has studied 
medicine the required time, attended the re- 
quisite number of lectures, paid the full amount 
of the fees, passed his examination, and re- 





ceived a diploma, setting forth that he is a 
learned man; but if at any period during his 
after life he should see fit to change his opin- 
ions of medical doctrine and practice, he ren- 
ders himself liable to be called to an account 
by this St. Louis Faculty, his diploma revoked, 
and thereby declared not a learned man, but 
an ignoramus and a quack? The St. Louis 
Faculty show ignorance of a gross kind by 
the use of the word “ empiricism.” Every 


| truly learned physician knows, and the very 


best writers in the allopathic school admit, 
that the allopathic practice of medicine is em- 
pirical. We advise the said Faculty to revoke 
all their diplomas forthwith, for unless their 
graduates practice pure Homeopathy, they 
must necessarily violate the contract. Wo 
have seen in our day some silly things enact- 
ed by Faculties of Medical colleges, but none 
will compare with the St. Louis Faculty for 
absurdity — Editor. 


W. L. Woodbury, M. D., Fulton, Oswego 
Co., N. Y., writes: “The great cause of 
Homeopathy is moving onward notwithstand- 
ing the gravity, dignity and nobleness mani- 
fested by some uneasy and learned “ regu- 
lars,” we have with us. If the science of 
Homeopathy is so “ foolish,” why not let it 
alone? For if it be so it must have within 
itself the seeds of its own destruction. 

Homeopathy is a great truth, “which,” says 
Hahnemann, “ men may disregard for a time 
until the period arrives when its rays, according 
to the determination of Heaven, shal! irresisti- 
bly break through the mists of prejudice, and 
like Aurora and the opening day, shed a bene- 
ficent light, clear and unextinguishable, over 
the generations of men.” ee 

A. Walker, M. D., of Pontiac, Michigan, 
writes: “IT am much pleased with the spirit 
in which your Journal is conducted and 
heartily subseribe to the principles it advo- 
cates. Homeopathy is steadily on the ad- 
vance in this vicinity nothwithstanding the 
most virulent and persevering opposition.” 


It is generally thought that when a man in 
an argument loses his temper, and indulges in 
vulgar personal denunciations of his opponent, 
that he has the weak side and is conscious of 
it; according to this rule, allopathists are in a 
* fix,” 
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To the Editor of the Homeopathic Times. 


Sim,—If ameng your readers there are those 
who suppose that Homeopathy is successful, 
chiefly iv what are called nervous disorders, 
the following case may be useful in dispelling 
their prejudices. It is on many accounts inter- 
esting, but far less so on paper than to witness: 
for no language that I could use would avail 
to convey anything like a correct idea of the 
shocking, and to all appearance hopeless, con- 
dition of the poor child to whom it refers. Dis- 
ease in its intensity was rapidly devouring a 
poor iufant, in whom vitality was, as it is al- 
ways [ believe, in all cases of highly-developed 
scrofula, very low indeed. I am persuaded 
that we know as yet but little of the powers of 
Harmonie Medicine. I am persuaded, that 
the present generation is but picking up a few 
shells on the shore of the boundless ocean of 
Truth. Much of that ocean is, no doubt, 
reserved for future generations to explain and 
navigate. ‘The Almighty has, | am convinced, 
placed at the disposal of the human race far, 
far more mercies than they at present suppose 
to be within their reach. But before they can 
be had, we musi unlearn all that knowledge 
respecting disease and cure, which, derived as 


it has been from facts il]-understood and based | 


on axioms which are not true, tends to nothing 
but confusion, and when applied to Harmonic 
Medicine leads us only into error. 

I beg to offer to you, Sir, and to your readers 
many apologies, for taking the liberty of send- 
ing you this case. It has appeared to me pos- 
sible that a case which seemed so hopeless 
may not be uninteresting. Should you, how- 
ever, be of a contrary opinion, you will be good 
enough to burn this letter. 

L. B. was born in the end of the summer of 
1847. Her father and mother possessed at 
the time the most diseased constitutions, In- 
deed, her father died in March, 1848, of 
rapid consumption, as did her mother of the 
same complaint in October of the same year ; 
and they were followed to the grave not Jong 
after, by the child that immediately preceded 
the one of whom I am now speaking. This 
poor little girl inherited from her parents 
nothing but a constitution devoured by scrofula. 
Within two months after her birth her eyes 
closed up completely, and there seemed to be 
no chance of her ever opening them again. 
When I took charge of herin April, 1849, she 
was, perhaps, the most pitiable object on the 
earth’s surface. She was weak, puny, ricket- 
ty, unable to stand for an instant. Her whole 
forehead was one mass of matter, for a shock- 
ing eruption covered it all. Her eyes were 
closed, and full of matter. She used to pass 
her life in the darkest corner of a little dark 
room, in a little chair, resting her head on her 
left arm, in order to prevent the smallest ray 
of light, for the photophobia caused by such a 
state was excessive. Large quantities of mat- 
ter came continually from her nose ; and her left 





25 


arm was constantly kept bandaged, for wher- 
ever the pus from her nose or forehead touched 
the skin, similar ulcers appeared. She was 
quiet, but seemed to be too ill to complain ; and 
| am persuaded that her sufferings must have 
been intense. I do not dwell upon her condi- 
tion, for most people know what a shocking 
thing serofula in such a degree is, and what a 
shocking mass of sores it presents at times. It 
was impossible to get to see the state of the 
eyes themselves, for the horror of light was so 
great, thal she never allowed them to be un- 
covered by her arm, and if it was removed by 
force, all that could be seen was a mass of 
matter. I showed her to a very experienced 
medical friend (a homc@opath of many years’ 
standing), and he gave me uo hopes of suc- 
ceeding in doing any good jn the case. 

It is not my intention to enter on any ac- 
count of the treatment pursued, without any 
intermission, since April, 1849, for that would 
be occupying your time and space to very little 
purpose, unless a case exactly similar in symp- 
toms and constitution were to present itself. 
It will be sufficient to say, that at this moment 
the little girl is in very good health, looks 
cheerful and happy, and tolerably healthy ; 
walks alongside of her sister pretty strongly, 
and often singing as’she goes ; there is no erup- 
tion on the arm ; there is no matter from the 
nose ; the eyelids are nearly natural ; the fore- 
head is quite clean and white, nor does there 
remain at present any trace of the shocking 
state it used to exhibit, other than the presence 
of a few scars, caused by the pustules, and si- 
milar to those left by smallpox. She has but 
little photophobia remaining. We got to look 
at the eyes themselves a few months ago; one 
is completely destroyed, the tissues having no 
doubt been disorganised by the intensity of the 
inflammation. ‘The other was then covered 
with a thick gray film, which did not, I believe, 
admit a ray of light, and rendered the pupil 
quite invisible. This film, on one eye, is, I 
hope, yielding gradually to continued treat- 
meft, for she now keeps it open usually, 
though she avoids strong light still, and we 
can see the pupil gradually appearing through 
the film. She can with that eye now distin- 
guish a few objects, though with difficulty. 
And if it should please God to spare us both 
two years longer, I hope to procure the reab- 
sorption of the film by which the eye is covered. 
In every other respect the child enjoys good 
health. 

I beg to add that, with very little exception, 
this case has becn entirely treated with very 
low dynamisations and very small doses; but 
[ have some reason to believe that, in a 
cuse like this, where vitality is very low, 
somewhat larger doses than those employed 
might have been at times used with advan- 
tage. But at the same time, it must be added, 
that if sufficient doses of medicine had been 
given to preduce any aggravation of the inflam- 
mation, or if high dynamisations had over-ex- 
cited the system, the sight of both eyes would 
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have been irrecoverably lost. This is one of 
those cases which should speak volumes as to 
the truth of Hahnemann’s warning, and the 
value of little doses. The doses employed here 
have been ordinarily from 1 to 3 globules, in 
about twelve spoonfuls of water, to tal.e a tea- 
poonfu! once, sometimes twice a day. Larger 
doses would probably have only destroyed the 
sight entirely, the child would have remained 
uncured ; and few but such as enjoyed the be- 
nefits of Hahnemann’s friendship would have 
guessed the reason why. 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
Tuomas R. Everest. 


Wickwar Rectory, Feb. 20, 1851. 


P. 8.--Since writing the above, I have seen 


with great regret Dr. Dudgeon’s letter in your | 
last number. May I be permitted to say a few 


words on the subject. 

For the last six or seven years of the life of 
Hahnemann, his constant effort, as Dr. Crose- 
rio truly says, was to diminish his doses to the 
least possible quantity capable of producing the 
desired effect. His reason, as he explained it 


to me, was this: if the physician knows the 
oue, true, pure remedy that is exactly home@o- 
pathic to the case (for which, for reasons 
which I hope one day to be enabled to state, I 
venture to propose the term Harmonic reme- 
dy), he cannot give too little of it, it is almost 
impossible; the most minute quantit} acts | 


surely, truly, perfectly. If he gives a larger 


dose of the Harmonic remedy, and there is | 


but one medicine harmonic at a time, than the 
case requires, either there is no reaction, and 
the symptoms do net change, or else the su- 
perfluity of the dose excites new symptoms, 
which puzzle aud confuse the physician. If, 
however, the physician do not give the one 
true homeopathic (HARMoNICc) remedy, but 
only one more or less nearly allied to it, he 
dares no longer trust to a very minute dose, 
but must increase it, so as to include the dis- 
eased organs in its action. But in this case 
he invariably, if there be any susceptibility, ex- 
cites new disturbance, complicates the case, 
involves himself in difficulties, always retards 
the cure, and often renders it impossible. 
Large doses, therefure, are nager necessary, 
except when a non-homeopathie (piscorDANT) 
remedy is given. It isin fact a species of allo- 
pathy—an effort to compensate for want of 
knowledge by an increase of medicinal action. 
A fatal error! Dr. Dudgeon, Sir, has indeed 
done much for Hahnemann by his beautiful 
edition of the Organon, and other valuable ser- 
vices. Will he permit one of Hanemann’s 
most attached friends to beseech him to be- 
lieve that that glorious old man had well and 
truly, and anxiously studied the action of 
small and large doses, and compared them 
often and carefully before he decided on the 
exclusive use of smali ones. I could tell you, 
Sir, and Dr. Dudgeon, a good deal about the 
preparation of Hahnemann’s medicines; and 


as I myself, with my own hands, made, under 
Hahnemann’s own inspection, all the globules 
which he used for the last few years of his life, 
and prepared the various sieves of muslin and 
tulle (not metal), so that the globules might 
always be of exactly the same diameter, and 
know how anxious he was on the subject, [ 
do earnestly beseech so true and valued a ho- 
meeopath as Dr. Dudgeon, to give to the care- 
fully-formed opinion of such a man as Hah- 
nemann the weight it ought to have. 

For my own part, Sir, if I had a son study- 
ing Homeopathy, I would give him this ad- 
vice: diminish your doses and increase your 
knowledge of their properties. 





MAGNITUDE AND REPETITION OF 
DOSES. 


By Hannemann, 


* My doctrines in regard to the magnitude 
and repetition of the doses will be doubted for 
| years, even by the greater number of home- 
| opathic practitioners. ‘Their excuse will be, 
| ‘ that it is quite difficult enough to believe that 
_the minute homeopathic doses have at all the 
| power to act upon the disease, but that it is 
, ineredible that such small doses should be able 
| to influence an inveterate chronic disease 
| even for two or three, much less for forty or 
for fifty days; yea, that after so long a time 
| important results should be obtained from these 

imperceptible doses.’ My proposition, how- 
ever, is not one of those which ought to be 
| comprehended, nor one which ought to be 
blindly believed. No one is bound either to 
comprehend or believe that proposition ; I do 
| not comprehend it, but the facts speak for 

themselves. ‘The truth of my proposition is 
| demonstrated by experience, in which I have 
| more faith than in my intelligence. Who will 
_undertake to weigh the powers which nature 
| conceals in her depths? Who will doubt of 
| their existence? Who ever thought that the 
| medicinal virtues of drugs could be developed 
| in an infinite series of degrees by means of tri- 
| turating and shaking the raw material? Does 
the physician risk anything by imitating a 
method which I have adopted from long experi- 
ence and observation? Unless the physician 
imitates my method, he cannot expect to solve 
the highest problem of medical science, that 
of curing those important chronic diseases 
which have indeed remained uncured up to 
the time when I discovered their true charac- 
ter and proper treatment. ‘This is all that I 
have to say on this subject. I have fulfilled a 
duty by communicating to the world the great 
truths which I have discovered. ‘The world 
was sadly in need of them. If physicians do 
not carefully practise what I teach, let them 
not boast of being my followers, and, above 
all, do not let them expect to be successful in 
their treatment. 

“ Is it proper we should reject a method of 
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cure until the play of those natural forces, 
upon which the method rests, shall have been 
revealed to the sight, and sha!l have been | 
made accessible to the minds of children? 
Would it not be foolish to reject the practice 
of eliciting sparks from fliat by striking against 
it with steel, for no other reason than this— 
that we do not understand how so much ca- | 
lorie could be latent in the flint, or how this) 
ealoric, after being elicited froin the flint, could 
melt the little particles of steel which separate 
from the steel when we strike it against the 
flint, and in the shape of incandescent globules 
set the tinder on fire? We understand no- 
thing of all this, and we have nevertheless 
followed for thousands of years the practice of | 
eliciting sparks from flint by means of steel. 
It would be foolish to decline learning to write | 
because we do not understand how thought | 
can be embodied in writtev words. Just as 
foolish it would be to reject the method which | 
I have discovered for the cure of chronic dis- 
eases, on the ground that we do not compre- | 
hend the mysterious ageney which that me- | 
thod involves.” 





| 
| 
Louisville, Ky., April 7th, 1851. | 

Dr. Kinsy—Dear Sta,—-The sublime truth | 
developed by Hahnemaun is rapidly gaining fa- | 
vor with the intelligent portion of the popula- 
tion in the South and West. In this city the 
friends of Homeopathy are numerous, and the | 
number is inereasing. 

About forty students who matriculated last 
winter in our medical colleges, have adopted 
Honweopathy. 

The attempt to teach our system of medicine 


| 


in an allopathic college, ended here as it did in | 
Cincinnati, in an utter failure, and I think the 
experiment will never be tried again in this | 
region. ‘This state of things led the friends of | 
Homeopathy to ask the Legislature of this 
state for a charter for a Homeopathic eollege 
to be located in this city, which was granted, 
and the trustees will soon organize the college. 

Homeopathy suffers here, as elsewhere, by 
the pretensions of “ ignorant outsiders,” who 
run up any flag to decoy and entrap their 
prey, and eclecticism has a wonderful tenden- 
cy to encourage this dishonorable course. 

The following tribute of respect was paid to 
Professor Gilman, which the committee re- 
quest may appear in your Journal. 

Respectfully yours, 
Tuomas J. Grirritu, M.D. 


At a meeting of the medical students in 
Louisville, held on the evening of the 5th inst., 





T. W. Sampson was called te the ehair, and 
Thos. J. Griffith was appointed Seeretary, 
when the following resolutions were read and 
unanimously adopted. 


Resolved, That Prof. J. Gilman, (Homeo- 
pathist,) has always shown a deep and disin- 
terested solicitude in the welfare and prosperity 
of all medical students, and has been untiring 
in his exertions to instruct and benefit his 
Class. 

Resolved, That Prof. J. Gilman be request- 
ed to permit his likeness to be lithographed, as 
a slight token of our high regard for his trans- 
cendant abilities as a scientific lecturer and 
teacher of medicine, and for his urbanity and 
courteous bearing towards his Class, 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
obtain Prof. Gilman’s acquiescence, also, his 
permission to publish the preceedings. 

Commirtes — David J. Griffiths, James 
Lewis, B. Franklin Chase, G. D. Beals, M.D., 
D. L. Stewart, M.D., J. H. Cory, M.D. 


T. W. Sampson, M.D., Chairman. 
T. J. Grirrirus, M.D., Secretary. 


REPLY TO THE COMMITTEE. 
GentLemen—In reply to your committee I 
can only say, I beg of you to accept my 
warmest thanks for your very polite mark of 
esteem. Be assured I shall ever recur to this 


| transaction with feelings of gratitude and 


pride. I acceed to your request. 
J. Gruman. 
The Homeopathic school has a regularly 
chartered college in Philadelphia, Pa , and in 
Cleveland, O., both in successful operation ; 


| and now another in Louisville, Ky., will soon 


be established. Notwithstanding this, in con- 
nection with the fact, that we have not, by some 
hundreds, well qualified practitioners of Home- 
opathy to supply the pressing demands of the 
people, from almost every part of the country ; 
the ery is on the part of allopathists, “‘ Homeo- 
pathy is going down.” A singular direction 
for ** down.” —Ep. 


The New-York Register of Medicine, (allo- 
pathie), in a report of a case to the New-York 
Pathologieal Society, says, ‘he was under 
the homeopathic treatment, and was taking 
the wine of colchicum in twenty drop doses, 
with McMunn’s elixir of opium.” For irony, 
this is pretty good. But why not give the 
name of that homeopath? Send it to us with 
the above treatment well authenticated, and 
the doctor shall have the eredit of it. 
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ANNUAL ADDRESS, 


Delivered in Albany, before the Homeopathic 
Medical Society of the State of New-York, 
February 19th, 1851, by F. Vanperauren. 


Editor of the Am Jour. of Homeopathy : 


It is a well-worm saying that truth is stran- 
ger than fiction, and the above address would 
justify the aphorism that philosophy is 
sometimes more amusing than burlesque. 
We might, indeed, question the seriousness of 
its author, did not the constitutional gravity 
of his style, and the naiveté of his reasoning 
preclude such a rising thought. Little atten- 
tion, however, would be due to this production 
were its claims purely private, but the case is 
different in the preseut instance, this essay 
being spread before the public on the authority 
of an ostensibly learned congress of profession- 
Its publication by order of the New 
York State Academy merges its personal 
character into the voice of the school and the 
current history of Homeopathy, giving it the 
tacit sanction of every individual practitioner 
of the method end seudiug it forth to the world 
of New York as a libation from the great well 
of specific medicine, pure and undefiled. It 
may indeed be accounted impolitic, to reflect 
on the action of the State Society in giving this 
performance to the light, but I do not hesitate 
to say that it is a disgrace to that body, and that 
this judgment will ere long be confirmed and 
justified by every intelligent friend of our com- 
mon cause. Meanwhile, examination may 
better begin in rather than out of the Homeo- 
pathic ranks. 

Regarded as a whole, the document eludes 
all eriticism, being above, below and without 
its province, betraying no apparent object 
beyond beguiling the hour allotted to it with 
empty declamation, aud perplexing the atten- 
tion with sham premises and imposing philoso- 
phie effigies, which like se many pastilles, at 
last dissolve in smoke. 

Of the art of Homeopathy, of its history, is 
said virtually nething—nay, we must except 
the bit of fussy antiquariauism ascribing the 
origin of its theory to Paracelsus (an honor, 
by-the-by, far more due to the Father of medi- 
eine) and the learned rationale of the treat- 
ment of felons which the writer unblushingly 
tells us are known by “ any of Hahnemann’s 
disciples,” to proceed from a deficiency of silex 
in the diseased tissues. Most of Hahnemann’s 
disciples, on the contrary, know that he view- 


al men. 





ed iatro-chemistry with an almost sectarian 
aversion, and that the successful use of Hepar 
Salph., Ammonia, Nitric acid, Phosphorus, 
&c., in felons, demonstrates the emptiness of 
the above hypothesis. ‘ Non tali auxilio, etc.” 
The attempt to identify the differences between 
Allopathy and Homeopathy, with discordan- 
ces of opinion as to the function of the lungs 
in the production of animal heat is the drollest 
specimen of “bogus” logic to be found in the 
pamphlet, and that issaying a gooddeal. The 
author's remissness in elucidating this ‘‘mooted” 
point is the less excusable, as he tells us didacti- 
cally that the popular theory of calorification is 
the one on which the Allopathic school base ‘al! 
their calculations of life and health,” and again 
that it is “the foundation of their superstruc- 
ture of life and health.” As a member of the 
Homeopathic corps, I find myself inferenti- 
ally committed to the doctor's pulmonary 
cooling theory with unmitigated surprise, and 
beg to disown it in favor of the heresies of 
Baron Liebig. I confess I am not of the 
epinion that ** whales rise to the surface to ex- 
hale the heat they generate,” nor am I satis- 
fied that the “genas homo, and the genus 
horse,” are the only animals which “can 
evol themselves by perspiration through the 
skin.” Bulls belong to neither “genus” and 
their proneness to diaphoresis is proverbial. 
Thus much of the contribution to Homeo- 
pathy. 

To the leading thought of the book, its 
glory and peculinm, I should scareely expect 
to render justice without the aid of more muses 
than are to be invoked in one sitting—since 
Esop’s time hath never been seen a more 
grotesque display of borrowed plumage, nor 
have, I trow, the royal trophies of modern 
physiology ever before served at so trumpery 
a masquerade. It is a crude mass of truism 
and fancy, hypothesis and false fact, daubed 
with the untempered mortar of bad syllogism. 
Here is an orphic, too deep for Lyell or 
Agassiz, 

** Mineral bedies are all binary compounds 
and grow by aceretion, that is, by adding in- 
finitesimal atomsof matter to their surface ; 
and as these are forever forming in the earth, 
they are always generating heat in its bosom. 
When all the geological atoms were added 
together that constitute the substratum of the 
earth, the vegetable kingdom was introduced 
by multiplication. These are ternary com- 
pounds and rise in the scale of being, having 
another element added ; vegetable bodies hold 
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an equal relation to minerals beneath them 
and animals above them, having their ele- 
ments in common with both. At this period 
of time creation began to move onward more 
rapidly, as ternary compounds are capable of 
being multiplied, while binary compounds are 
only capable of addition—2 added to 2 are 4, 
and 2 multiplied by 2 is no more, hence the 
geological deposits were slow—3 differs from 
Qin this respect, that it is capable of multipli- 
cation—3 added to 3 are 6, while 3 multi- 
plied by 3 are 9. ‘The foundation of the world 
being laid by binary combinations, it is seen 
how rapidly ternary matter would grow by 
multiplication ; grass, vegetables, flowers, 
shrubs, and trees, would soon cover the face 
of the earth.” 


And the following sybilline mystery, to be 
found on page 7. 


i) 
“The figure 2 appears to stand separate 


and apart from 1 and 3, as diamond stands | 
| was made by addition—one atom of oxygen, 


from charcoal; and yet as we trace its rela- 
tions to 1 and 3 it obeys the same law as the 
combining proportions of matter—it has neither 
beginning, middle, por end. If we set down 


the numbers 1, 2 and 3, in this their order of | 
thing more than “ addition” necessary. 
of 1 and 3, decreasing by degrees toward the | 


number 1, and increasing by degrees toward | : , a 
‘ | of da capo, the writer observes in a striking 


| specimen of the “all ‘round my hat” style of 
| argument, “ it must be obvious to you all from 


succession, we shal] see that 2 is a compound 


the number 3. 

It has no mathematical point, no centre, no 
sides, no begianing, no end. Its very parts 
are degrees and its degrees are deviations 
from 1 and 3; the degrees themselves being 
the difference, the difference is always chang- 
ing, and it loses its identity in the numbers 1 


and 3, Sothat the number 2, simple and pro- | 
minent as it at first appears to be, forms not | 
only an aggregate of the numbers | and 3, but 


forms equally with them parts of the remotest 
calculations in Algebra, and thus the law of 
numbers, in common with the combining pro- 
portions of matter, is co-equal, unbroken and 
eternal. We can illustrate this law by 
taking any three mineral bodies, that grow up 
in the same order of succession, as the num- 
bers 1, 2 and 3 stand to each other—the ele- 
ments of all being the same, they are, like 
numbers, composed of one another, and, al- 
though obviously distinct, yet they are so inti- 


mately related, that it cannot be told where | ; Go - 
| by fear of innovation”— each successive 


one begins or another ends.” 

As to the “law” of the ‘physical construc- 
tion of matter,’ about which the doctor and 
his book labor in abortive throe, it appears, to 
use a form of speech affected by profound pro- 
gressionists, to be “ involved in great difficulty,” 
and until some handmaid of Lucina bring it 
to day, a puzzle too intricate for Mephistophi- 
les himself. The judgment of “ discreet ma- 
trons” would probably pronounce it a hybrid 
between the development theory of the “ Ves- 
tiges” and the doctrine of equivalents of mod- 


| primarily of vegetable origin 


29 


ern chemistry, and I might add, quite as 
promising as to fertility as hybrids generally. 
The blunders in elementary chemistry are 
* too tedious to mention”—the following may 
however be instanced—*Tron is a binary com- 
pound,” p. 15. * All substances that constitute 
the physical world, or the world of matter, 
that have yet been decomposed, are made out 
of the four invisible gases of oxygen, hydro- 
gen, carbon and nitrogen,” p.12. * All vege- 
table substances are ternary compounds.” 
Why, doctor! the tea and coffee you drink 
daily contain carbon, hydrogen, oxygen, and 


| nitregen, these are the constituent elements 


also of albumen, fibrine, and caseine which, 
as every beginner in chemistry knows, are 
On page 13, 
we are told that * in the beginning the world 


and one of hydrogen added together gives the 


binary compound called water.” Make the 
experiment, doctor! and you will find some- 


Returning to Homeeopathy by a queer sort 


what has been said, that feeling the pulse, 
looking at the tongue, and asking where the 


| pain is, would be a most vague and unsatis- 


factory inquest to a Homeopathic physician.” 

We admit his audience had some reason to 
draw such a conclusion, but Heaven protect 
us all from this offshoot in “ rational” physie ; 
we welcome back the above discarded prae- 
tices together with their accessories of black 
broadcloth and gold-headed canes, as the har- 
bingers of returning common sense. 


The style of the above address is turgid, 


The writer talks of 
a * confiding trust”—~ the period when men’s 
judgments were exiled from their adjustment 


verbose and inaccurate. 


genera,” — “ infinitesimal relations,”— “ at- 
tempts to spread enlightened judgments of 
practice among the opponents cf Homeopathy,” 
—‘‘a materia medica rich in the profusion of 


| its proofs of the specific action of drugs,” 
| &e. 


Its author has evidently read consider- 
able to little purpose, his forte is not metaphy- 
sics, not chemistry, not generalization, and for 
one, I commend his book to the table of the 
Scalpel, in the hope that after undergoing the 


difficult and trying persuasion employed by its 
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Editor, he may be prevailed upon either to 
speak better, or remain silent. 
Yours, &c., 
J.T. CURTIS, 


New-York, April 26th, 1851. 


‘For the American Journal of Homeopathy.) 


Dr. Kirsy >—Dear Sir—The general se- 
cretary of the American Institute, reminds its 
members that the eighth annual meeting will 
be held on the 11th day of June, at 10 o’cleck, 
A. M., atthe Temple, in the city ef New 
Haven, Conn. Aud that the committee on 
elections will hold a meeting at the same 
place, at 9 o'clock, A. M., to receive the ap- 
plications of those who may be desirous to be 
elected members of the Institute. As such 
persons may not be acquainted with the re- 
quirements of the by-laws, I beg leave to in- 
form them, as one of the members of that 
committee, through the medium of your Jour- 
nal, of what are deemed the preliminaries to 
such election. 

The lostitute appoints, annually, five ef its 
members a committee on elections, any three 
of whom shall constitute a quorum, “ The 
duty of this committee,” say the by-laws, 
** shall be to receive credentials of candidates, 
and report such as may be found properly quali- 
fied, to the Institute, for election.” And the 
7th article reads thus : 

“Any person who shall have pursued a 
regular course of medical studies, according to 
the requirements of the existing medical insti- 
tutions of our country, and who shall have 
obtained a certificate of three members of the 
Institute as to his good moral character and 
general standing, addressed to the committee on 
elections, and by them found properly qualified 
in the theory aud practice of Homeepathy, 
and so reporied to the lustitute, may be elected 
a member thereof.” 

The Lustitute has also admitted to member- 
ship, individuals who have received certificates 
of competency to practice medicine and sur- 
gery from state medical societies, which socie- 
ties shall have received legislative authority to 
confer such privilege, but not to grant the de- 
gree of “doctor in medicine,” as has been 
given to the regular chartered universities or 
colleges. 

By a resolution adopted at the last meeting 
of the Iustitute,—“ candidates who may be 
hereafter admitted to the membership of the 
American Institute of Homeopathy, who have 








received a diploma from some regularly estab- 
lished medical college or institution, legally 
autherized to confer such degree, shall have 
the title of M. D. affixed to their names in al! 
publications of the Lnstitate ; and all who have 
not sach degree of doctor in medicine, but are 
eligible to membership according to the 7th 
article of the by-laws, shall have prefixed the 
title of Dr. and the committee on elections 
was so to report their names to the Lustitute. 

As time is important at our meetiags, it is 
respectfully suggested to gentlemen who de- 
sire membership, to present to the committee 
the credentials they may possess of their medi- 
cal education or standing. No individual who 
may have such credential or credentials, tan 
object to present them. The letter of the 
laws of the Institute requires it, and the com- 
mittee, in the faithful discharge of its duty, 
must see that it is observed. It is farther ne- 
cessary to prevent imposition. An_ indi- 
vidual, for example, who practices as a ho- 
meeopathist in Baltimore, signed the constitu- 
tion of the Institute, and affixed to his name, 
M.D. He represented himself as a gradu- 
ate of the Pennsylvania College of Medicine, 
and when the truth was ascertained, he pever 
was a graduate of that college, or of any 
other ; nor was he a member of any incorpo- 
rated state medical society. ‘To prevent im- 
posture, and to enable applicants to know 
what the laws of the Institute require, 1 ask 
the favor of you, Mr. Editor, to give a place to 
this communication in the June uumber of 


your Journal. 
F. R. McMANUS. 


Baltimore, May 10th, 1851. 


The absurdly self-entitled “ regulars,” begin 
to complain of their appropriate name—allopa- 


thists. ‘They should remember the old adage 
“what is sauce for the goose, is cauce for the 
gander.” The term, homeopathists, was ap- 
plied to us for a reproach by the “ regulars ;” 
but it being most suitable to distinguish us 
from others, we adopted it. It is too lute for 
allopathists to change their name; Allopathy 
and Homeopathy are now household words, 
and well understood by the people. They will 


live in history. 


It can’t be. To practice genuine Homeo- 
pathy and keep on terms of friendship with al . 


jopaths, is an utter impossibility. 
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The 
separation from the homeopathic, which is 
right aud proper ; but the medical colleges are 
public institutions, and never intended, by the 
law which created them, to interfere with the 
free exercise of thought and speech ; they do 
not answer the design of their creation, if, by 
coercive measures, students are obliged to 
conceal their real sentiments, and solemnly 
promise never to countenance innovations in 
allopathy. 

Distinction should be made between the 
allopathic school of medicine proper, and the 
medical colleges. ‘The former consists of cer- 
tain theories in medicine and a practice founded 
upon them, and is the work of the free action 
of many minds ; whilst the latter is created by 
the people, through their representatives, as 
public or common institutions, into which all 
who see fit, can enter by paying a stipulated 
sum, and when found, by a personal exami- 
nation, to understand what has been taught 
them by the different professors, they are en- 
titled to the honors which usage has established 
in such institutions, and it is no part of the 
business of the professors what those persons 
who receive the diploma do with the know- 
ledge they may have acquired. There hus 
been, of late, an improper interference on the 
part of certain Faculties, with students, which | 
demands, and will yet receive, the severest 
reprehension. 

What right has a faculty to say to a stu- 
dent, “if you favor Homeopathy we will not 
give you adiploma?”’ ‘They have uo such 
right. Has it, indeed, come to this, that in 
this land of liberty, where the constitution of 
the country guarantees freedom in thought 
and speech, and the enjoyment of one’s 
opinions, that the allopathic medical col- 
leges, ordained under that very constitution, 
shall undertake, as some of them have, to 
deprive citizens of their dearest rights and pri- 
vileges? But, say the Faculties, we have dis- 
cretion in the question ; to whom shall we grant 
the diploma? No, you have not. The ques- 
tion of discretion cannot come in the matter. 
The whole thing is governed by plain rules, 
ist. Is the candidate 21 years of age? 2. Is 
he of good moral character? 3. Has he 
studied the requisite time? 4. Does he under- 
stand what has been taught him? These 
questions, upou suitable evidence, being an- 
swered in the affirmative, he is entitled to the 
diploma ; not as a favor, not as a matter of 





aright. But, say the professors, he is known 
to favor Homeopathy, and may practice it. 
Well, what if be does? it is no concern of 
yours, no more than it is his business that yeu 
practice Allopathy. We cannot pursue this 
subject further at this time, but we are sure 
that the course of some of our medical colleges 
must be changed, or the people will demand a 
repeal of their charters. 


We cannot relinquish our respect for the 
diploma, nor should the people count it of no 
value. The diploma is evidence of medical 
learning, although the holders of it may differ 
in their talents, acquirements and skill. He 
who has the requisite knowledge to practice 
medicine and surgery, has that which wili se- 
cure to him a diploma, which, if neglected, he 
ought not to complain if he is looked upon as 
a quack. 


A DOCTOR’S BILL. 


In a case which came before the Judge of 
the County Court at Leicester, on Thursday, 
a doctor's bill (which was for medicine, &c., 
supplied to a lady im fourteen mouths) was 
heid up to his Honor, and the person who had 
possession of it was about to express his opin- 
10n of it, but was checked. ‘Ine tollowmg is 
au epitome of the bill :— 

‘lnree applications to the throat, 2s. 6d. 
each. 

ixamination of the chest, aud attendance, 
7s. Od. 

Exploration of chest, 5s. 

5 busters, ls. 6d. each 

1Y plasters, 1s. od. each. 

20 single boxes of omtment, 1s. 6d. each, 
and 5 double ditto, at 2s, bd. each. 

7 pieces of lint, is. each piece ; and 

7 ditto, at is. od. each. 

3Ys bottles of mixture, at 2s. 6d. per bottle. 

2 ditto of cough ditto, at 2s, bd. aitto. 

D1 ditto of Louic ditto, al 2s, bd. ditto. 

14 dito of chalk ditto, at 2s. 6d. ditto. 

48 ditto of cod liver oi, at 2s. 6d. ditto. 

2t ditto of embrocation, at 2s, bd. each. 

131 boxes of pills, at is. Od. per box. 

272 draughts, at .s. 6d. each. 

7 evenmg visits, at 2s. 6d. each. 

"Total amount of bill. - £113 10s. 

‘Lotal number of bottles of medicine, 57U !!! 


Allopathy is unsafe, uncertain and perni- 
cious, and he who holds to her, is behind the 
age in his knowledge. 
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Our correspondent handles our neighbor of 
the Gazette so ably and justly, that we will let 
him off this time, and say nothing ourself. Is 
it not time for a revised edition of “ the hum- 
bugs of New-York,” to enable the author to 
insert himself? That omission in the first edi- 
tion rendered the work very incomplete. 


We have received all the numbers of the 
North Western Homeopathic Journal, for 


which the editor, Dr. Shipman, will accept | 


our thanks. Here is our [, friend Ship- 
man, and let our personal differences cease ; 
you have had your say, and we have had 
ours, and they amount to tweedledum and 
tweedledee. 


-_— 


Homeopathy has more to fear from her 
friends, than from her enemies. 


AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF HO- 
MCEOPATHY. 


The American Institute of Homeopathy 
will meet at the Temple, in the City of New 
Haven, Ct., on Wednesday, the llth day of 
June next, at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

The Committee on Election of Members 
will be in session at the same place, on the 
same day, at 9 o'clock, A. M. 

All applications for Membership must be ac- 
companied by Certificate from three mem- 
bers of the Institute, certifying to the good 
character and qualifications of the candidate, 
and fee $2. 

A. E. Smatt, 


Phila., April 24, 1851. Gen. Sec. 


NEW PROPOSITION. 


As we desire to extend the circulation of 
this Journal as far as possible, we have con- 
cluded to make the following proposition to 
physicians and the friends of Homeopathy, 
which we hope will be responded to without 
delay, viz.:—We will send eight copies to 
one Post office for five dollars ($5); twenty 
copies for ten dollars ($10); fifty copies for 
twenty dollars ($2U), cash in advance, 

Volumes 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 of this Journal may be had, at 
$1 00 each, of Messrs. Rademacher & Sheek, Philadel- 

hia; Otis Clapp, Boston; and of the Editor, 762 
Recetwey, New- York, 


J. F. Desitver, 112 Main Street, Cincin- 
nati, is an agent for this Journal. 


Subscribers in Philadelphia, Pa., may re- 
ceive this Journal regularly through Rape- 
macHerR & Sueex, 239 Arch Street. 





RADEMACHER & SHEEE, 
Respectfully inform the Homeeopathic Physicians 
and the Public in general, that they keep constantly 
on hand at their Homevpathic Pharmacy, 239 Arci; 
street, Philadelphia, a large assortment of Home. 
yathic Medicines in Mother-tinetures, Triturations, 

ilutions and medicated Globules, which they « 
either by the single vial or in Cases containing |. 
27, 40, 60, 70, 96, 104, 150, 200, 250 to 500 vials. A). 
Pocket Cases, in ditferent forms, for Physicians, ¢ 
taining 53, 84, 102 and 136 Medicines, either in Mo. 
ther-tinctures and Triturations, Dilutions or med 
cated Globules. They have just issued the Fifth ed 
tion of Dr. C. HERING’S DOMESTIC PHYSICIAN. 
revised, with additions from the Author's manu. 
scripts of the Seventh German edition, Containing 
also a tabular index of the medicines and the disea-: s 
in which they are used. Price $2. Family Medicin: 
chests, made up expressly for Dr. Hering’s book, «t 
6, 7 and 8 dollars, constantly on hand. Just received 
from Paris: Medecine Homeopathique domestique, \»: 
le Docteur C. Hering. Traduit de Allemand sur |e 
derniére édition publiée par le Docteur Léon Mar 
chant. Deuxiéme édition. Bound $2. Also on hand 
all English, German and French publications on Li 
m«mopathy. 


J. F. DESILVER, 
112 Main-st., Cincinnati, Ohio, 


Is the Agent for the West, of the Homcopathie Phar 
macy at Leipsic, Physicinns and others can alway: 
be supplied at this establishment with pure medicines 
adapted to the Homa@opathic system of treatment ; 
medicine chests suited to Dr, Hering’s Domestic Physi- 
cian ; refined sugar of milk, &e. Also Agent for the 
American Journal of Homeopathy, edited by Dr. 
Kirsy, New-York; a monthly publication at One 
Dollar a year—and adapted to lay renders. 





- Homeopathic Medical College 
or 
PENNSYLVANIA, 
Located in Filbert Street, above Eleventh, 
PHILADELPHIA, 


The Lectures of the regular course will commence 
annually on the first Monday of November, and con- 
tinue until the first of March ensuing. 

Preliminary Lectures will be delivered in the College 
from the first Monday of October until the commence- 
ment of the regular course. 


Amonont of fees for a full course of Lectures, . $100 00 
Stadents who have attended two full courses 

in other schools, ee eon SB 
Matriculation fee, paid only once. . . . . 
Practical Anatomy, .. . «+ « « « 10 60 
Graduation fee, . . ... 30 00 


The Commencement will take place early in March. 


FACULTY. 

Cares B. Marruews, M.D., Professor of Materia 
Medica and Therapeutics. 

Wituiam 8 Hetmurn, M. D., Professor of Homeo- 
pathic Institutes, and the Practice of Medicine. 

Samvurt Frespvey, M. D., /rofessor of Botany and 
Medical Jurisprudence. 

Crartes Netpnarn, M.D., Professor of Clinica! 
Medicine. 

Watrer Wittiamson, M.D., Professor of Obstet 
rics and the Diseases of Women and Children. 

Ativan E. Smauu, M.D, Professor of Mhysioiogy 
and Pathology. 

Matrnew Sempre, M.D., Professor of Chemistry 
and Toricology. 

Francis Sims, M.D., Professor of Surgery. 

WituiaM A. Garpiner, M.D., Professor of Ana- 
tomy. 

J. B. Pernensriner, M.D., Demonstrator of Ana- 
tomy. 

. Wittiamson, M.D., Dean, 80 North Eleventh 

Street, Philadeiphia. 


30 00 
5 ww 





